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Genesis 20, 21:22-34

Now the LORD sad to Abmam , ‘Go fiom yourcountry and
yourkndred and yourfathers house to the Bnd thatIwill
show you.And Iw illm ake ofyou a greatnaton,and Iw il
blEss you and m ake yournam e great, so thatyou w illbe a
bEssng.Iw llbkss those who blss you,and hin who
dihonors you Iw illcurse, and 1 you allthe fam fles ofthe
earth shallbe blssed ” —Genesks 12 1-3

Abraham and Abimelech

God prom ed Abmham thathe would notonlk be the atherofa nation thatwoul blss
allthe fam ifes of the world, butako thatallkngs and natbns who bkssed hin would
them seves be blkssed Genesk 12i13). The story of Abimekch and Abmham
underscores that point. Abinelkch the king of Gerar encounters Abrmham and takes
Sarmh t© be hk wie.However, God tells Abin ekch that Sarmh i Abmham ‘s w ife, and
Abin ekch rrkases her. Thi story show s us the gracbus soverrgnty ofGod.

Fist, God’s soverrgnty overrmukes Abmham ‘s fears. Abraham Iied about Samh because
he did not trust God'’s prwvience, just ke 1 hi encounter w th Phamoh. Abmaham
beleved Abinekch would killhin to take Samh as his wife. hstead, Abin ekch shows
h¥ ntegriy by heedig the word of God wamig hin of Abmham ‘s deception and
responding wih genemwsiy to Abmham . Abinekch even says to the Loxd thathe &
nocentand God confim s hi ntegrty.

Second,God’s sovere gnty conthues H i prom e .God htervened t preventAbin ekch
from shnihg so that the prom ed seed would come fiom Abmham .Notonl did God
preserwe the seed as He prom ked, but He ako bEkssed the natobn that bkssed
Abmham . Pharaoh sent Abmham and Sawh out, but Abinekch gave them food and
resources and alowed them to dwell fireeyy n his bnd. Abinekch’s hospimly t©
Abmham was rwarded w ih God healng the banenness ofhi bnd.God & gracbus t©
those even outside ofAbraham ‘s physialfam ily.
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Abinekch ¥ a Philisthe king who experences the bkssihg of God by heedihg His
word.The Philisthes woul go on to be enem s of Abraham ‘s 0o spring Emel butthis
accountgves a bremaste ofthe fiture— God’s enem £s fiom the natobns w fllbecome His
peopk.Christthe ttue seed w illcom e w ith redem pton and healng not just or Eraelbut
forthe natons Gabhthns 3 16).

Sermon Notes
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Treasure
1. Read thmough the passage two orthmee tines.

2. W re down 10 obserwatbns about the text. Start by asking who Avhativhere/
w hen A hy/how .

Grow
1. How woud you define the word ‘bksshg” i the BbE?

2. W hati the church’s ke 1 bEkssihg the naton?

Go

1. How would you expbn God's care forhi peopk t© an unbelever?

2. Whatar common di culiespeopk face wih rrgard © God’s soverrgnty?
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Group Discussion Questions
1. What®ahabithatyoute had a hard tin e breaking?

2. Abmham has done tagan!Sm ibrto hi trb to Egypt, once agan Abmham
gives nto fear and les about his wife. W hat does thi say about Abmham ‘s
faih and hifightaganstsn?

3. God rscues Abmham @nd Sawmh) from hi s agan.W hatdoes thi say about
God’s chamcter towards Hi peopk? Ako, how do God’s actons il His
prom es toward Abraham 1 Genesi 12?7

4. What & an arafatem of sh orwhich you need to repent? How m ghtGod
rescue you? How m ghtyourgmup pmy forand heb you 1 thi ara?

5. When Abmham meets Abinekch aganh 1 chapter 21, how does he whte
di erentl to Abmham thistime? W hy?

6. Aflerestablishihg a covenantw ih Abinekch, Abmham cals on the name of
the Lo as the Everhsting God .How m ghtyou pmie God today?

Additional Reading

From Abinekch and Abmham?

Abinekch, the kihg ofGerar, rrappears 1 today’s passage 1 orderto seala covenant
that will prove t© be very spniicant nhh the Lom’'s phn of rdempton. Baac’s bith
pogresses Yahweh'’s prom e toward is goal: a holy natbn through whith the world
would be bEssed Gen.22 18).Thi covenantw th Abinekch 11 2122-34 ¥ a substantial
step forw ard regardig God’spkdge ofand (5 7-21).

Seeng thatAbmham i blssed by the Loxd, the kg ofGemrseeks to m ake a pactw ih
hin .Esnotckarhow Abin ekch know s the one, ttue God 8w ih Abmham 1 allthathe
does;most kel he has w inessed the patrarch’s genemlpattem of success, hclidng
the m rmcubus bith of Baac. h any case, the king & evilently unnerved at Abraham ‘s
ascendancy. Abimekch seems to know this forune will conthue or the patrbrch’s
chidren,and he assum es they m ghtsupphbnthi own kihgdom @122-23).

"bin ekch and Abmwham ” LgonerM nitres,www Igonerong/kamMdevotonak/Abin ekch-and-
abmham /.
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Abmham agres to make the prposed covenant, but not before scoding Abinekch
about his sewants’ seizure of the patrbrch’s well . 25). Protesting hi innocence,
Abinekch wmceves a trbute ofseven fem ak sheep fiom Abmham ,whih sgnifies that
the pattarch had ndeed dug the welland had kgalrghtto & ¢v.26-32).Aflerallths
tin e, Abraham finally has physialpmofthatthe Lo ¥ gohg t© give H i fam iy the bnd
of Canaan.Access to waterwas necessary or life n the bnd, and so the wellenabks
Abmham to setup pem anent resilence there tv.33-34).HE days as a nomad ar
over.M oreover, the nam e of the phce Beersheba means ‘wellof the cath,” rem hdhg
everyone thatAbmham ‘s fam iy has a justchin to the r=gbn.

Besies teachig the htergenemtions of EmelthatGod gave Canaan nto thexrhands,
today'’s passage alko rm nded M oses’ orghal audEence they coull m ake peace w ih
ceran hhabiants of the lnd.As wih Rahab (Josh.2;6 22-25), Abraham ‘s bond w ih
Abinekch showed the Emelies they wer t make peace w ih those who desied t©
em brace the bkssihgs Yahweh had orthe sons ofJacob.New covenantbelevers are
ako caled to be peacem akers Rom .12 18), h orderthatm any m ghtenterthe kihgdom
ofChrist.

Geness 20,212234 8



Genesis 21:1-7

Ourmouths werm filed w ith Bughter, ourtongues w ih songs
ofpy.Then twas sad am ong the nations, "the LORD has
done gratthngs." —Psaln 1262

Nothing is Too Hard for the Lord

God s prom e to Abmham ofan heirby Samh i fufiled w ih the bith of Baac.God &
the one who enabks Samh t© conceive Gen 211)and He fufilk H i prom e atthe exact
tmne He said i would happen Gen 1721). Thi ponts o Gods omnjpotence, HE
soverrpnty, but we alko see how deeply God cars for Abmham and Samh by
answ ering theirpmyers ora chid.Ther have been mulpk accounts ofAbmham and
God discusshg th® bng-awaied chid and now that bnghg has been satisfied hh a way
onl God could cause ® happen. k ponts as well o the bith of Jesus and HE
m mcubus concepton. But mther than a vigh bith, herr we see old age beng
defeated as the rrason Sarmh should nothave been abk t become a mother. At 90,
God albw s Samh t© concewe,gie bith, and then nurse herson. ks allbecause He &
ablk to domorw than we ask orthink Eph 320).

Thi story I so sweet, tmakesme wantto mpie to the hghestdegre 1 praie 0ofGod
for His bve, mercy, awesome power, sovergnty, and faihfihess. Sarah seems t©
understand thatallwho hearaboutherbecom g a m other h her hteryears w il share
her py. She rsponds wih Bughter that 5 shcer, overlow hg fiom her heart. She
Bbughs 1 awe ofwhatGod has accom plished and know s everyone who hears w ill hugh
wih her.How rght she - her we are thousands of years hterand we do share her

Py!

I Iuke we find a sin ibrexam pk . Elzabeth was also very oHd and chidkss, but God
albw s herto becom e a motherto a son who i John the Baptist.The Bbk says, "W hen &
was tin e for Elizabeth to have herbaby, she gave bith to a son.Herneghbors and
rhtives heard that the Lord had shown hergratmery, and they pied wih her"
Iuke 15758. I ¥ chard rpihg of the grat py of craton, that Bughter of
com prehendig justpartofGod sm agnficence, thatSamh anticipates allw illexperience
when they hearwhatGod has done.

There & tml nothihg too hard OrGod to accom plsh .W hatan am azhg and bvihg God He B!
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Treasure
1. Read thwugh the passage two orthree tines.

2. W rie down 10 obserwatons about the text. Start by askihg who AvhatAvhere/
when Avhy/how .

Grow
1.W hat ¥ som ethihg you can praie God fortoday?

2 .W hen have you experienced God s perfecttim hg n your life?

Go

1.W her 8God callng you to rlymor on Hsphn?

2 .How can you rhte thi story to today's culure?
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Group Discussion Questions

1. Share when you waited a bng tine forGod to answera pmyer.W hatwas the
sinaton? How did God com e through?

2. Spend som e tin e thankhg and praishg God orthese answers o prayer.

3. Abmham and Samh have waied alltheir Ives to have a chid, and now God
has answered those prayers.How do you think they £1?

4. Folbw g God's nsttructbn Gen 1719), Abrmham and Samh named thei son
Baac, meanig bughter.How m ght this nam e representGod’s redem pton i
theirlves?

5. W hatar you cunently askig God for? W herr m ghtyourheartbe tem pted as
you waiton God?

6. Spend som e tine as a group pryhg brithese needs and for contentm ent n
the waiing.

Additional Reading

From God Laughs OutLoud to QuEtOurFearst

LAUGHTER IN THE BIBLE

Laughter w s communiative power I Scrptur. k offen mocks, sco s, or derdes
Geness 219;3823;3914, 17; 2 Chmontks 3010; Psaln 52 6; 80 6; Proveibs 126;
Ezek®l 23 32; Habakkuk 110). A Pols hughter rveak hik foly Proverbs 299;
EccEshstes 76), whike the hughter of the rghteous snak confidence n God Psain
52 6). Laughter even serwes as a om ofwhatwe woul call Ylirthg” today Genesis
26 8).

And mostin portantofallis God'’s Bhughter.M ade 1 hi¥ In age, we getour hughter from
hin — which may be why psychobgits today recognize tas “one ofthe disthguihig
features of hum an benhgs” even whik acknow Bdghg that “litke i known about the
m echanim s behid t”

M athi,Davil.God Laughs O utLloud © QuetO urFears”Desirng God, 6 Jan.2020,
www desirhggod o1g Artckesgod-bughs-out-bud-to-quietourfars.
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HIS PEOPLE LAUGH WITH HIM

The bBughterofGod i sin ulaneousl honbk and wonderful— hondbE forthose who
oppose hin , and wonderfiil or those 1 his house, orhis chidwen, for his peopk, for
those who hear n hi bughter the gratest pys 1 all the world and echo back hi
contagbus bhughteri theirown.

Fornow , his enem £s m ay chuckk wih the bughter of unbelef, as they did at Jesus
Matthew 924;Mark 540 ;Luke 8 53),butwe, Ike the excelentw ife of Proverbs 3125,
“Bugh at the tine t© come, and 1 dong so comm uniate our confidence n God t
hand® ourgratestpossbk toubks.

Like Abmham and Sawmh, we are on a spiiual pumey fiom the bBughter of unbelef
Genesks 17417; 18 12-15) ®© the hughter of aih Genesk 211-7), know hg we willnot
experence the filhess of God’s own bughter h us 1 this age of sh and pan fuke
6 25).Fornow ,we don‘tonl hugh.O fien our bughter tums to mouming James 4 9).
‘Even 11 bughterthe heartm ay ache, and the end of py m ay be gref’ Proverbs 14 13).
Butunhihdered, unendig hughterw illbe ourexperence t© com e.Jesus says, 'Blssed
are you who weep now , or you shall bugh” fuke 6 21). Fornow , there & Ya tine t©
Bugh” Eccksistes 3 4).0ne day,we w il bugh forever, and lke neverbefore.
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Genesis 21:8-21

And the angelofthe LORD sai to her, '‘BehoH,you are

pregnantand shallbeara son.You shallcallhisname

Ehm ael because the LORD has Iistened to youra I<ton.
—Genesks 1611

Hagar and Ishmael

Samh and Hagarrepresent two paths of life : belefand unbelef. Abmham and Samh 1
ther unbelef orchesttated a scheme to inpregnate Hagar to fufil God'’s prom e. I
doig so, they decided therhuman e onts wer su centmather than tusthg n God'’s
prom ke .However, God did not kave Hagar out t dry, but cared forher and her son
Ehm ael God show s com passbn on a wom an who had no powerto act orherself. He
not onky prvied for her when Sarmh cast her out, but prom sed to blss her son.
Ehm aelwas an ilegim ate child, butGod prom ed to make hin a greatnaton.W hen
Hagarand Ehmaelsu errd i the desertabne,God ©H hernotto fear.God was w ih
them .

W e see God's grace 1 thi account. Sarah castHagaroutas a m stake, but God never
cast her out. hstead, God showersed her wih gmce and cared for her. We must
=m em berthatGod deak w ith sihiners.He deak w ith peopk who have bbwn itbig tne.
He alko deak w ih those who find them selves castoutbecause ofotherpeopk’s snful
deckbns.And yetthmough tal, God remais w ih those who have been shned agaist.
He rem ahs w 1h those who weep and cry outt Hin .God does notcountHagar's life as
cheap .He doesnotvew herstory as colbteraldam age .He stoops down t© care forand
bEssher.
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Treasure
1. Read thwugh the passage two orthree tines.

2. W rie down 10 obserwatons about the text. Start by askihg who AvhatAvhere/
when Avhy/how .

Grow

1. W hatdoes thi passage teach us aboutGod’s com passibn?

2. W hat i the sgnficance of Ehm aelbecom g a greatnaton?

Go

1. How does God cars orunbelevers?

2. How woul you use Hagar's story © share the gogpel?
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Group Discussion Questions

1. Share a tin e when you ek bnely orabandoned.W hatwas the sinaton?Dd &
getrsoled,and ifso,how?

2. Samh once aganh wants to send Hagar away. W hat does thi mveal about
Samh's heart? W hatcan we kam about fabusy and tse ects on ourlives?

3. When Hagar & sentaway, how does God rhte to her? W hatdoes thi show
us aboutGod’s chamcter tow ards those who are bnel, needy, oroppressed
tonsiderrading Psaln 34 45-18)?

4. W hatcurently toubks you orcauses you fear? How do you desie orGod to
provie for you? W hat steps of aih m ght you take toward God, who hears
you, bves you,and & w ih you?

5. Spend som e tin e as a group pryng Prone another.

Additional Reading

From God Rescues Ehm ait

Abmham ‘s rlictance to send away his son Ehmael 8 evident 1 hi anger towarxd
Samh's demand Gen.21dl) as wellas the need forthe Lo to ellhin © do ashkwie
has sadl fv.12-13).0nce he has heard fiom God,Abmham obeys,buthe does so half-
hearted¥.He onlk gies Hagarbrad and a sk ofwater ¢.14 ), hardly enough supples
fora desert pumey.M any comm entators therrfore suggest the patrarch wanted Hagar
and Ehm aelto =man cbse by, and so he provides only a m eager suppl of od and
drink so thatthey cannotgetvery far.

However, Abmmham i notthe onk one concemed for Ehm aeland his m other. Today's
passage finds Hagarand her son bst 1 the widemess wih no water eft to drink.W e
are meant to sympathize wih the Egyptan m aid-serwant’s plght; her abandonm ent of
the youth undera bush and rrteatt a bcak outside the earshotofhis cries em phasize
the die siuation she faces fv.15-16).Yetoursym pathy & certainly notenough to hep
this poorm other.O n¥ heavenl nterventbn can rescue thi fam ily.

G od Rescues Ehm ael” LgonerM niues, www lgonkrowg/kamAevotbnakgod-escues-shm ael.
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The Lord has a specilphbce hh His heartforthe a ited Ps.140 12),and we should not
be amazed that He rscues Hagar and her son fiom st@rwatobn Gen.2117-19).HEs
attiude tow ard Hagarand Ehm aelfs vastly di erent than Samh’s. Though He endorses
Ehm aels rrm ovaln oxer to elin hate the threat to Baac’s hhertance, the Loxd does
not share Samh'’s cmielm otivatons. Thi hedbs expbin how the Lomd woiks outH is will
God sovergnly ordans everything thathappens, hclidhg ttagedy Eph.1i11l).Butaswe
see today,He neverhas the sam e calbus heartas those who cause su ering.

Ehm aeli notthe chosen seed,butGod rrmembers Hi prom e Gen.1720)and woiks
to make hin a gratnation nonethekss.Hagaracts rghtly, securing a w ife for Ehm ael
Ike Abmham willdo for Baac @120-21;24). Thus, Ehm ael receves gracbus benefits
even though he snotone ofthe Lord ‘s peopk .And thus,asM atthew Henry rem nids us,
“m any are fullofthe bkssihgs ofGod’s providence who ar strangers to the blkssihgs of
hi covenant!”
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Genesis 22

I those days Jesus cam e from Nazarth ofGalilee and was
baptized by John 1 the Jordan .And when he cam e up outof
the water, nm ediatel he saw the heavens beihg tom open
and the Spirtdescendig on hin lke a dove.And a voie
cam e fiom heaven, ‘You are m ybebved Son;w ih you Iam

wellpkased” —Mark 1:9-11

Fornhin allthe fulhess ofGod was pkased to dwelland
through hin t© reconcike to hin sefallthihgs,whetheron
earth ori heaven,m akig peace by the bbod ofhi cross.

— Cobssians 11920

The Lord Will Provide

OUR FAITHFUL FATHER

He sai, 'Take your son, your onl son Baac, whom you bve, and go to the Bnd of
Moreh,and o erhin ther as a bumto erng on one ofthe mountaiis ofwhicth Ishall
tellyou!” Genesis22:2)

There are some passages of scrpture that sin pl catch yourbreath, stop you n your
tracks and m ake you uncom forabk.Genesi 22 i one of those passages.God asks a
fatherto sacrfice hi son, and the fatherobeys.He gatherhis supplies and pumeys for
three days © a mountah wherr he & © o0 er hi son as a sacrice. Once on the
mountai,his son askshin where the bmb & forthe o erng.Hisansweris sinpk.'God
w illprovide forHm sefthe bmb fora bumto erng,myson’” Thi & a powerfilexampk
ofAbmham ‘s faih, but & not the whok story.Thi story points to another Fatherand
Son.A greatersacrfice .A bggerbve.

Thi Fatherand Son woul ako make a sacriice.But twoull be forthe whok world.
This Fatherwoul send H & only and dearly bved Son nhto a word thatwould rectHin ,
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mock Hin , and deny Hin . This obedEnt Son would clmnb to His phce of sacrfice and
gie Hi lfe for ours. This bebved Son woull then experence the somow of being
orsaken by H i Fatherbecause He m ade Hin selfsh forus.

M atthew Henry descrbes theirsepamaton thisway:

WMy God,My God, why hast thou forsaken me? Surl never sonow was lke unto that
sonow which extorted such a comphkitas ths from one who,being perfectly free fiom

sh, coull never be a tenor to hin self; but the heart knows is own bitemess. No
wonderthat such a com phntas this m ade the earth © quake, and rentthe wcks; fori
I enough to make both the ears of every one thathears it to thgk, and ought t be
spoken ofw ih greatreverence ”

God prwvided the mm 1 the thiket to twke Baac’s phcee.He knew what woul be
needed, and 1 Hi grace and merxy He provied i. God provided agan in the life,
death, and resunectbn of Jesus.God knew whatwould be needed, and 1 Hi grace
and mexy He provided t.He knew we woul neverbe abk to defeat st on ourown
accor.He knew we woul falter, 21, and fai, the and tine agan.He knew ther
woul be only one way to salvatbn and He provied i.

Genesis 22 22
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Treasure
1. Read thwugh the passage two orthree tines.

2. W rie down 10 obserwatons about the text. Start by askihg who AvhatAvhere/
when Avhy/how .

Grow
1. W hatdoes Genesk 22 teach us aboutGod’s chamacter?

2. W hy i the them e ofsacrfice so Inportant h Genesis 227

Go

1. Whatar some ways peopk m ghtobgctto whathappens hh Genesik 227

2. How does Genesik 22 ilustate the gospel?

25 Genesis 22



Group Discussion Questions

1. Share a tin e yourfaih was tested .W hatwer the cicum stances? How di you
meetornotm eetthe test?

2. Consierthe cicum stances of Abraham ‘s test h Genesis 22 .How m ghtallof
these cicum stancesm ake this testso di cul?

3. Abmham passes the test. W hatdoes thi revealabouthis faith &ee Hebrws
1na7-19)?

4. Now consiler Baac’s response to hi father Abmmham . How does thi reflect
Baac’s tustih hs fatherand his God?

5. How does th® story heb us kam about God the Father and God the Son
when Jesus dis on the cross? How ar you kd to praie God today?

6. Spend some tne as a gwup prakhg God Por Hi chamcter and deeds
towards us as H i peopk, partcubrly at the cross.

Additional Reading

From God W ilINever,NeverBreak H is Prom se?

How m ght Baac have exphihed t hi young sons, Jacob and Esau, why God had
comm anded hi father,Abraham ,® o erhin asabumto ernhg Genesi22)?

‘Father, tellEsau ®© stop shooting atm e ! kaac knekdown between his eghtyearold
tw s who were supposed to be skepig.Esau had been firhg in aghary anow s 11 the
dark atJacob,who coul hearEsau’s ‘pheoo” w ih every shot.

“You have a shiH,Jacob . s caled gnoring hin .Use t.Esau,” Baac sad.
“Yes, Father”
Baac couldn’thed) Ektthg a chuckE slp, “Stop shootihg yourbrother!

There was a gggk 1 the datkness. ‘Yes, Father”

Bbom ,Jon."God W ilNever,NeverBreak H & Prom e ”Desing God,6 Jan.2020,
www desirnggod o1g Artckesgodw ilneverneverbreak-hipom Be.
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“Father?” Jacob asked.
“Wes,my Son

‘W as Grandfather Abmmham rwally gohg t© stab you w th the knife?” The boy had been
ponderng the sttange, dstubng story his fatherhad ©H them the previbusnight.

‘He woul have £fGod had wanted hin to ”

‘Did God raly wanthin to?”

"That’s a good questbn.W hatGod wally wanted was rFatherAbmham to trusthin ”
‘D 1 you know G mndfatherAbmaham wasgoig to sacriice you?”

Wo.Inotced we ddnthave a Bmb.Butwhen Iasked hin about the sanl, God wil
provide orhin seffa Emb .”

‘D 1 thatm ean you were the Bmb?”

‘W ell, £ boked lke Iwas the Bmb.But the main thihg ¥ that Father Abrmham tmsted
God and was w illhg to obey hin even ifhe didntfilly understand ”

‘Butifyou had d&d,Esau and Iwouldn‘thave been bom ”

Eaac paused thoughtfully. “Tdon't thik that's ttrue, Jacob. Because God had made a
prom ke to Father Abmham . Do you rmember? He sail, Thwugh Kaac shall your
o spring be named’ Genesks 2112).W hen God m akes a prom ke, He never breaks .
Thatm eans He knew Iwould grow up and have o spring and thatyou two would be my

o spmg”
‘But fyou dEd,how could you have o sprng?”

“Tagked FatherAbrmham the sam e queston.And he told m e thathe beleved thatGod
woul keep hi prom e and fGod was askihg hin © sacrfice m e, then God musthave
phnned © brng m e back to life fiom the dead ”

Esau nterpcted, “Lke a ghost?”

‘Wo,notlke a ghost.God would have heakd m e and m ade m e alive agan, jist ke Tam
now

Jacob contiued, ‘ButHe didn‘tdo that.God m ade a ram getcaughti the bushes”

“"That’s rght.God proviled the sacriice just ke He prom 8ed.And twasntme,God be
priked!
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‘Butwhy did God tellGrandfatherAbraham to m ake you the sacriice ifHe knew He was
gong ® provie the am ?”

‘W ell, Idon‘tknow allofGod’s rasons, Son.He aways hasmor than He tels us.But
=memberwhat Il you bBstnght. God told Grandfather Abmaham : By m yself Thave
swom,dechies the Loxd, because you have done thi and have notw ihheld yourson,
youronl son, Iw illsurely blss you,and Iw illsurrl multpl youro spring as the stars
ofheaven and as the sand that is on the seashor .And youro spring shallpossess the
gate ofhi enem £s, and 1 youro sprig shallallthe natons of the earth be blkssed,
because you have obeyed my voie’ Genesis 22 16-18).50,Jacob, you tellm e:why did
God tellFatherAbmaham to o erm e as the sacrfice?”

Jacob thought fora m om ent. "To see ifGrandfatherwoul ocbey hin ?”

“Yes.Butitwas ako ® show us—me and you and Esau and yourchidren som eday and
theirchidren— what tm eans to tustGod . FatherAbmham tmisted God so much thathe
was w illihg to even sacrfice the fu¥ilm entofGod’s prom e fne) because he beleved
that God would sdll fu¥ill Hi prom e. That's inporant to understand because the
prom e God made ®© FatherAbmham He & also makihg t© you: ‘h youro spring shal
allthe natons ofthe earth be bEssed.! Som eday youre gohg to have t tmist thatGod
w lkeep H i prom e even when i boks ke He won't. W hen that happens, rem em ber
Father Abrwham and say wih hin, The Loxd will provide’ Genesi 22 14). Does that
m ake sense?”

WYes, Father)” satl Jacob.

‘Wow ,whatthe Lord wants t© provile oryou tonight i skep.So Et's have tquet”
Tw o tired voles responded, “Yes, Father”

As soon as kaac's Pbotsteps faded aw ay Jacob heard a sound i the dark: ‘pheoo ”

As he waked toward Morbh wih kaac, Abrmham must have fek confiised and
heantbroken beyond words.He didntunderstand allthatGod was doig .He ddn‘tknow
He was flustathg orGod’s peopk oralltime what justifynhg aih boked lke (James
22123).He didntknow thi actwoull foreshadow the sacrfice ofGod'’s onky Son—a
Son who would notbe spared because he was the provided Lamb (John 129).He onk
knew that God knew whatHe was dohg and that God coul be tusted © keep Hi
prom ke even I tappeared ke the prom e was goihg to de Hebrews 1119).And God
proved Hin selfffaihfulto Abrmham .He w fllprove Hin seffaihfilto you aswell
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Genesis 23

The Lord & my chosen porton and my cup ;you hod my bt.
The Ineshave falen form e n pkasantphces; hdeed, Thave
a beautfuliheritance.Ibkss the Lord who givesme

counsel; h the nghtalo m y heart nstiuicts m e . Thave setthe
Lord alvays before m e ;because he s atmy rghthand, Ishall
notbe shaken.Therfore myheartisghd,and mywhok
benhg rpies;myflesh ako dwels secure .Foryou w illnot
abandon m y soult Sheol orktyourhol one see

conupton. -Psan 16 510

The Death of Sarah

Abmham s faih I God and God'’s conthual prom kes t© hin ar key themes wihn
Genesk.Her we see Abmham folow hg the testihg ofhi faih through the sacrfice of
Eaac, and moumig the death ofhi wie Sarwh. Ewould be naturalforus © questbn:
wilAbraham conthue to hoHd faih h God?

Aftera perbd ofmoumig, Abraham presents hin seffbefore the ciy gates © ask fora
buralpbtforSamh.The custom ofpublic decksins and transactins beig m ade atthe
cty gates B wellrrcorded w thih scrpture Ruth 4 4-11).Abmham I olow g the custom s
of the Bbnd, havihg now lved wihh Canaan for mwughl 60 years. And yet, Abraham

Hentfies notw ih the peopk armund hin ,butas a sopumerand oregner.He & holdihg
fastto the prom kes thatGod has forhin whike aware of the panful fact that this & not
yeth¥ fleshed outealty.

Even as Abmham & Polbwihg ttadibn and adherng to culuml custom s, he & ako
setthg a precedent. H i financikl exchange wih Ephmn, son of Zohar, alows hin t©
purchase the fied 1 Machpebkh as a final dwelihg phce for Sarah. Thi & the first
descrptbn ofa buralw thi scrpture, and the ones to mmediatel olow ar of those
who would have kamed by Abrmham ‘s exampk fiam el , hi chidren).

The tensbn in thi passage could be easy to m s but & rich n what t reveak about
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Abmham ‘s faih and God'’s athfiihess. The tensbn between the alrady and notyet i
paabEk 1 Abwham ‘s abilty to behave lke a person marked by the culures and
custom s of the bnd, but vocaly dentfynhg as that of an outsider. H¥ treatm ent of
Samh's burkl i the first we see h scrpture yetalows hin ®© buy a fied 1 the bnd
prom ked to hin by the Loxd.Because of this passage,we ar abk to see God as the
worker of all things beihg made new and kni together, even 11 the m dst of bss and
bural

Sermon Notes

Genesis 23 30



31

Genesik 23



Treasure
1. Read thwugh the passage two orthree tines.

2. W rie down 10 obserwatons about the text. Start by askihg who AvhatAvhere/
when Avhy/how .

Grow
1. Whatways do you doubtGod’s prom kes to you?

2. How do you respond to the “death” ofgood thngs i your life?

Go

1. How would you expbi the concept of a covenantal prom ke to a non-
belever?

2. h whatways can you dem onstrate faih h God’s prom kes to others, despie
feelng ke a sopumer?

Genesis 23 32



Group Discussion Questions

1. Descrbe some di erentways our culure dealk wih death. How m ght these
be good ornotgood?

2. Shar a tin e that som eone cbse t© you passed away.How did you dealw th
this bss?

3. Affter many years of mambge, Abmham 's wie Samh passes away and
Abmham moums her bss and then purchases a burblpbt & cave). W hat
m ghtwe kam fiom thi story rhted to dealng w ih the death ofa bved one?

4. T John 10, Jesus moums the bss of Lazams. Psaln 56 8 r=coxds that God
keeps count of all our tossigs and our tears. How m ght these and other
passages hedb us understand God am I our bss and pan? How m ghtwe
kam fom Hin hh m nkterng © others 1 therm oumng?

5. Today, I therr any bss whith you need to moum over? Today, who m ght
God be callng you t© com ortn theirpan?

6. Spend som e tin e as a group pryhg brthese thihgsm entoned 1 queston 5.

Additional Reading

ThroughoutGenesis, God uses bnd to castan ilustation ofH i covenantalprom kes ©
us.He first does this through H i creaton of the dwellng phce of Eden orAdam and
Eve Gen 28-5), then aganh wih Noah and dry Bnd Gen 814-19) and then, most
notabl,w ih the callng ofAbram Gen 12 7).

Thi partdcubr passage htroduces us © the onk parelof bnd that Abraham owned
wihn Canaan, rem hidihg us of God’s faihfilhess and patience.Abmham s life of aih
was that of a sopumer, yeteven h his wanderng, God provied a final restihg phce
w ihn the bnd orghally prom sed.W hatamery this !

Thi partdcubr bnd appears aganh hter h Genesk on seveml occasbns. Fistly,
Abmham hinself des and ‘hks sons Baac and Bhmael bured hin 1 the cave of
M achpekh” Gen 25 9).Agan, tappears when Jacob urges his sons to bury hin where
“they bured Abmham and Sarh hi w ife, there they buried Baac and Rebekah his w ife;
and there Iburked Leah” Gen 49 31). This bnd ¥ spnficant to those who are bured
abngsie Samh, jistas the prom ke ofa dwelihg phce & sgnificantto God.
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Lateri scrpture, the ilustration ofa dwellihg phce shifts away fiom physicallbnd to the
new pmm ise—the prom ise 0 erad thrugh notthe buralofthe m otherofallnations but
the burblof the kihng ofallnatbns Rev 15). This passage ponts to the hter com g of
Christand H & physicaldw elhg upon the Earth, then buraland resunecton brngihg us
Ito a new covenant.The Iife ofaih s now thatofbeig buittogetherw ih the body as
the dwellihg pkce rGod thwugh the Spiritm ade possbk by the bbod of Christ Eph

218-22).
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Genesis 24

From one m an he m ade allthe natons, thatthey should
nhabithe wholk earth;and he m arked outtherappoited
tin es 11 history and the boundares oftheir bnds.God did
this so thatthey would seek hin and pethaps rrach outfor
hin and find hin , though he Enotfarfrom any one ofus.

—Acts 172627

Down to the Details

Abmham ‘s story 5 fullofm Imcubus hterventons fiom startt finksh.God caled hin out
ofhis bnd o folbw Hin and bitth a new naton.God saved hin fiom the Egyptians.God
granted a son © hin 1 his od age.God communed w ih hin .God dihed wih hin .God
showed up 1 bts of 'bg” ways.Buther 1 thi passage we see God'’s hvolvem ent 1
even the smalldetails.Abrham asked hi serwantto go and find a w ife for Baac.So the

sewant kaves Abraham ‘s camp @ m odem-day Brel and travel about500 m ies north
back to Abmham ‘s home town 1 search ofa wie for Baac.Upon rachng the home

town, the sewantpmys thatGod woull orxchestrate Profct 'GetBaac a W ife ” And God
did justthat!Rebekah showed up atexactly the rghttine and o errd waterto both the

sewant and hi cam els— herhospialty ndiated that this was the one whom God had
chosen for Baac. Just think about this for a second: God oxhestrated an htemcton
between two peopk, fiom two fam iles, iom two cides, who wer sepamted by 500

mies @ pumey that could have taken a coupk ofmonths each way). He detem nhed

and actualzed thermeeting ata well the thy town ofNahor. God decreed notonl
thata 100 yearol man and hi 90 yearold w ife would naturally gie bxth © a son who

would father the naton whose most gbrous descendant would be the Savibr of the

wortd,butGod ako decred and phnned outand executed the findihg ofa w ife forthat
son—ata wellin Nahor, sunounded by a dozen bvely-smelling camek. I's tem pthg t©

have amyopl vew ofGod’s woik 1 the world— to thik thatGod s mor hvoled i the

‘bg” events. This passage bbws that vew of providence out of the water. God i as
nvoled 1 the smalleventsasHe & 1 the b events.To God ,nothing sby orsmallAll
oft ks partofH & story.May we draw com fortfiom God’s providentalorchestration ofall
things forH s gbry and the good ofH i church.Amen.
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Treasure
1. Read thwugh the passage two orthree tines.

2. W rie down 10 obserwatons about the text. Start by askihg who AvhatAvhere/
when Avhy/how .

Grow
1. Whatar some ways h whith God has been faithfulih ordnary ways t© you?

2. W hatdoes this passage teach us abouttmusting God?

Go

1. How would you expbih God’s care orHE peopk 1 the smallthihgs to an
unbelever?

2. What &8 our culure’s view of dvhe hterwentibn? How does i rehte to the
Bbk'sview?
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Group Discussion Questions

1

Share your story bOr your parents’ story if you're not m arred) kading up t©
mambge—when & how you met, any fun dathg memores, how bng your
engagem entwas.

. Abmham asks hi sewant fnost lkely Elezer of Genesk 152) to make a

sokmn oath t© find a w ife orkaac.Based on thi cath,whatdo we kam was
most In portant to Abmham when findnhg a spouse? How m ght thi be the
sam e ordi erent fiom whatourculure deem s m ost in porant?

. As Elrzer ntremcts wih Rebekah, what do we kam about thils woman'’s

character? How m ghtRebekah serwe as a godl exam pk orus?

. Take some tine as a community gwup to a m one another’s chamcter. For

m arried coup ks, have the husband a m hiw ife and vice versa.

. God providentaly kads Elezer to the rght pkce and the rght person for

Baac.W hat can we kam fiom thi story aboutmakihg decisbns? For those
who arentm aned,whatcan we kam fiom thi story mhted t© waing orthe
rghtspouse?

. Spend some tme as a gmwup pmyhg Or your m arbges andor prayihg for

those who aren’tm arred.

Additional Reading

From The Sok Consitemtion, thatGod i God, Su ckentto SHIAILObectbns o Hi

Soverrgnty by Jonathan Edw ards (735)

God ¥ worthy to be soverrgn overallthihgs. Som etin es men are the owners ofmore
than they are worthy of. ButGod & notonlk the ownerofthe whok word..butsuch &
hi perfection, the excelency and dgniy ofhi nature, thathe & worthy of soveregnty
overallLNo man ought h the tem perofhi m nd to be opposie to God’'s exerckng the
soverpgnty of the unverse, as if he wer not worthy of i; or to be the absolute
soveragn ofthe un¥erse & nota gbry ordgniy too gratorhin .Allthnhgs 1 heaven
and earth,angek and m en, are nothig i com parison w ih hin ;allar as the dwop ofthe
bucket, and as the Ightdustofthe baknce.k i therrfore fit thatevery thing should be

1 his hands, to be disposed ofaccorng t hispkasur.
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Hi willand pkasur ar of nfiniel greater in portance than the w fllofcreatures. ks fit
that his will should ke phce, though contrary t© the willof all other beigs; that he
shoul m ake hin seffhi own end;and orderallthigs orhin self.

God I possessed of such perfections and excelences as to qualfy hin to be the
absolite soveregn ofthe word.

Ceranl tismorw fitthatallthngs be underthe gutlance ofa perfectunering w isdom ,
than that they shoull be Eftto them seles to 2alln confusbn, orbe broughtto pass by
blnd causes.Yea, t s notfitthatany a ais wihn the govemm entofGod should be kft
w ithout the dircton of his wie prmvience; kast of all, thihgs of the gratest
In portance.
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